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Excerpts from Ibn Khaldun: 1031%»’-!:-»@5":

@ Firstly, a historian who forms beforehand a good or bad opinion

about a certain period cannot observe that period impartially
and subconsciously reaches at conclusions which are
not in accordance with the basic principles of historiography.

& Before accepting a tradition, if the personality of the narrator is

properly examined then it is not difficult to place a right context
to the event related by him. (perhaps, here lbn Khaldun meant to point out
those historians and narrators who used to be appointed by the King or the ruler
of his times for such propaganda).

Misplaced praise and accolades bestowed upon personalities to
flatter and butter them up, is such a fault in a historian that his
writing can never be considered reliable.

For historiography, it is most important to have a critical sense
besides an investigative mind set.
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